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American Bnbassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
September 5, 1954 


H.ReH. Prince Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz 
Winister of Agriculture 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Jidds 


Your Highness: 


Enclosed herewith is the completed report 
of the astern Province of flaudi Arabia in Relaté 
Practices" by Mr, Roy W, Nixon, Date Specialist, U.S, 
Indio, California, 





This cooperative study was wade to determine the varieties 
of dates which shoul¢ receive the greatest attention by date 
growers. Jt 1s ny opinion thet this study is worthy of careful 
consideration by all date producers, those who plan to establish 
date gardens, and by the Ministry of Agriculture in its research 
and extension prograns of work, 


I hope you will enjoy reading the results of ir, Nixon's work, 
and with best wishes, I as 


Sincerely youre, 
W. J, Sdens, Chief 
Agriculture Divieion 
Enclosure - 
as above 





poseccsveccrsusccsscssesecsereed 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


February 10, 1954 


Mr, Roy W, Nixon, Horticulturist 
U. 8, Date Garden 
Indio, California 


Dear Roy: 


T have your letter of January 29 and am glad to know of 
the progress you have made, We are not moving rapidly as yet. 
We have been so short of secretarial assistance that there was 
no chance to have your report typed, However, another young 
lady was employed this week so I'm going to get the work started, 


Concerning the draft of the "Date Varieties of the Eastern 
Provines of Saudi Arabia", I an writing to Mr, Bolster requesting 
that PAS take care of necessary expenses to get this part of 
your survey published and that the two of you work out the details, 
I shall look forward to receiving the manuscript on "Date Culture 
in Saudi Arabia", It is my plan to have it published here at 
Jidda. Have it typed under the same arrangement with Mr. Bolster 
so that expense can be provided, 


The Department of Agriculture has been raised to a Ministry, 
but it now appears thet the Ministry will not be in position to make 
any decisions until its budget is approved some time next month, 


Mre, Edens and others of the Mission join in best wishes to 
you and Mrs, Nixon. 


Sincerely yours, 


We J, Edens, Chief 
Agriculture Division 


WJEdengs f 





November 22, 1953 


Paul 

This letter concerns the date study which is being made in Saudi Arabia 
by Mr. Roy W. Nixon, Date Specialist of the U,3, Department of Agriculture. 
His sixemonth tour of duty will end December 16, 1953, and he is to return 
to his work at the Date Experiment Station, Indio, California, by that tine, 


requesting that Mr. Nixon's tenure be extended six weeks beyond 


Le 
§ 


for the date pamphlet, Please take this matter up with Mr. i, ¢, Bolster 
of FAS (USDA) so that arrangements can be made for Mr, Nixon's work to con- 
tinue without an interim. 


You will be interested to know that a date specialist has been included 
in our 1955 budget. We feel it is very important to follow up the work Mr. 
Nixon has started by carrying his findings and recomendations into practice. 


Sincerely yours, 


Harland J, Corson 
Director 
U.S, Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


Foreign Operations Adninistration, (Sent via APO 11+23-53 





November 1, 1953 


Sincerely yours, 


We J, Edens 


Chief, Agriculture Division 


iF ro 


POREION OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi arabia 
October 1, 1953 








Dear Roy: 


This Mission is certainly due you an apology for keeping the system 
of payments to you thoroughly mixed up, My letter of September 1h, with 
copies of the authorized travel orders (Form P5361), was to take care 
of payment matters, Surely you must have the letter by this day, How. 
ever, the telegram of September 26 should suffice until you receive the 
letter, 


Mr, Robert C, Manoure, FAS, is interested in knowing what results 
were obtained with the propagating material of Morocean "Medjahoal" 
dates which Dr. Swingle arranged to send out to Saudi Arabia through 
ARAMCO in about 193 or 19h. He states that the material is no longer 
available from Morocco because of disease there. If you can help him, 
Mancure would be glad to hear from you. 


I hope your study is progressing as you would have it, A letter to 
serve as a report up to date will be appreciated, I am now writing the 
September activity report. 


Messrs. H, 2, Schwan, Otis Parker and C, Verne Stewart are 
dJidda October 2 on an extended trip to dentral Saudi Arabia and 
Persian Gulf from £1 Kharj to Qatif, They plan 
the latter part of the month = possibly between the 1$th and 2th 
indicated in my letter of September 1h, I should be glad 
your station wagon available for two or three days if your work will per 
mit. I want them to take a good look at Hofuf, Mr. Stewart 
will be located there to work with Mr, Husseini, Anything you can do to 
steer them around will be appreciated, 


Best wishes in your work, 
Sincerely yours, 


We Jy Bdens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 
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CHARGE: Classification Control: WiROM DHAHRAY 40 


DATE: Seteber 1, 1953 
Averican Consulate, Nhabran 


Por iiLxon, 

HOBRC., 

Rédene will not accompmy Parker party due arrive Shahran about 
October 14, 


DUMAWAY 


JADNgiaMay 10 


in WY U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1952 - 220210 
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CHARGE: Classification Control; “ean Hrom Noy 9 


DATE: S@ntantber 26, 1953 


um@ongulate SiA/Ay 


Sor Ughap. ‘isference your telegruas 65, 74 and 0, ld not raply 

ag dons airmiled ‘Muon letter Septesber 1; exalainiag copies of neu 
spavel ander enologed to serve as autdarisation for reiobarcenant ewering 
\agapt ani sesquemt smthn. wamiile payment my be ale against 
Acpronmfathon 7212/4109 (10) ALstaumt ¢ 401470, Obligation Mader 10 
for per dian ani OMgnthan Suster 4 for incidental expenses. Lease 
advise uhon mew travel omier resal wade 
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Dates 6 Wy 1953 
No: 7h 
CODE Received: 22, 1 
| tUNCLASSIFIND ecolve ene 9 1953 


Service Requested September 21, 1953 
Request reply Congentel 65 of September 3. Advise soonest. 
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Lane 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


August 31, 1953 





10: Mr. John Bode, Controller 
FROM: We J, Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division 


SUBJECT; Redmbursing Mr, Roy W. Nixon for Per Diem 
while in Jidda 


You will recall that ir. Nixon was requested to delay turning 
in a voucher for reimbursement for per diem while in Jidda until a 
per diem rate for Jidda was fixed by the Director, 


Mr, Nixon arrived at Jidda July 6, 1953, at 6:00 PM, and left 


Jidda July 11 at 5330 AM, have a signed voucher by Mr, Mixon to 
be filled in when you are ready to have it presented, 


WJEdens:0 
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i 
American 
Jidda, Seudi Arabia 
GRPIGIAL » INFORMAL 
UNCLASSIFIED August 30, 1953 
Dear Mr, Nixon: 


Your letter of August 3 was received August 23rd, The letters of 
August 14 and 15 were received five days ago. We were very glad to 
hear from you and to know your work is progressing. However, I note 
you are having some difficulties which I hope will soon be worked 


Enclosed you will note a letter to Mr, Bishop relative to re~ 
imbursement for incidental expenses, This should enable you to get 
all payments there at the Consulate, I am returning the typed sheet 
entitled "Itinerary of Roy W, Nixon" so you will have a record of 
expenses to be submitted at the Consulate, But I am keeping the 
signed voucher, Form No, 286, which you enclosed to me, to be used in 
submitting your per diem account for the stay in Jidda, A letter will 
go to Mr. Bode (now on vacation) requesting that you be reimbursed 
on the basis of the per diem established for Jidda by the Country 
Director, You arrived at Jidda July 6, at 6100 P.M,, and left Jidda 
July 12 at 5:30 A.M,, according to your itinerary record, 


I have talked to Sadek Husseini, TCASAG Liaison Officer, relative 
to your gasoline experience, He is choeking with Adwan, who is over 
here, to have him wire his office to furnish the gas, 


The times of your arrival and leaving Dhahran should give the 
Consulate sufficient information to compute per diem at $18 per day. 
It will be necessary to deduct the amount - 20% I believe ~ for 
being furnished lodging. 


The box of films was forwarded to you by MATS in care of the 
Consulate more than two weeks ago, I see no reason why you should 
not have received them before you wrote, 


The next time you are at Hofuf, check on the living quarters the 
Government is building for you, If nothing is being done, have 
Husseind probe the Minister of Finance representative at Hofuf, 


the latter part of tember. His name is Harland J. Corson, 


were to give me a monthly report on activities, 
ioe this time. I am required to make a report 
the last day of the month, If you 
could get your report to me by the 25th of each month it will be of 
assistance in reporting activities, problems, ete. 
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Best wishes, and be assured that we are very interested in 
the work you are performing, 


Sincerely yours, 


William J, Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 


2 Enels- 
Oy of ltr to Mr, Max Bishop, dtd Aug. 27, 1953. 
Itinerary of Roy W, Mixon (July 6 through July 31, 1953). 
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DATE: Avast 25, 1953 


DIMAWAY 


POLAT AG cation 
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number of travel and per diem rate for Jidda was received. 


ah i, 
" } forte 
or 
American Mubassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
August 12, 1953 
i 
; Dear Mr, Mixon: 
| Your telegram of yesterday requesting authorization and allotment 


My letter and enclosures to you of August 1 furnished the information 
you need, however, I presume “Field Travel Authorization" Form FS~381 
is at Muhasin, I am enclosing additional copies addressed to you at the 
Consulate, 


; Unless notified otherwise, I shall forvard 211 communications to 
you at the American Consulate, A copy of my letter to you on August 1 
is herewith enclosed, 


Mr, Bode, TCA Comptroller, states that you should withhold requesting 
per diem in Jidde until you receive travel euthorization which includes 
Jidda, This authorization, as I understand, will be provided a little 
later, 


SP Vee Le Fa 


How is your work progressing? See ble & Sony 8 
| Mr, Moon made such a quick trip over and back to see about his personal 
| effects and matters, I had little time to talk with him, ! trust you 
received the materials Mr, Yoon brought back to you including your travel 
authorization from Indio and return, 


Best wishos to you and members of the Consulate, 


Sinesrely yours, 


William J, Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 











UNCLASSIFIED DATE: August 10, 1953 
CONTROL: 43 


8300 AM 





FROM: DHAHRAN 

For Edens from Nixon, 

In order receive payment Congen Dhahran, request appropriation 
number and allotment under which my travel reimbursement will 
be made and per diem rate applying against my orders while in 
Jidda 
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The Agriqulture Department counterpart vho was to work with Mr, 
lidgon had not arrived, end T had learned indirectly that the Agriculture] 


expert, Tbrihim Huseeini of llofuf, wes to serve as counterpart, le is 
new living at the defunct experiment station, 


48 a big question, 


{bilities when 


lan 


Ye diseussed date growing in Nofuf with Mr, lusseind as well as 
agriculture as a whole, 1% {2 quite obvious thet Point 4 should station 


a men at Sofuf and Gatif as econ as they can be obtained and serviced, 
are mmerous at this place in the evening, There are no signe of then 


in the daytime, 


Sell testing and analyses should be made at an carly date, Mosquitoes 


The old experiment station buildings have many 
locking to the future, The suitability of the 


1 had the opportunity te ride back in a 
afternoon, Since no one wes going Friday 


whe wae going to Abqaiq on Saturday, I decid 
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Rotumned to Jidda, 
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We Je Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division 


Lodging for Mr. Roy We Nixon 


SUBJEC! s 
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Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





Mr, Joe Clark 
Manager, El Kharj Farns 
ARANCO 


Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 


; 
' 
| 


Again, I should like to tell you how much Mr. Nixon and [ enjoyed 
our visit with you and associates, Your efforts to sce that Mr. Nixon 
had the opportunity to make a quick survey of dates on your farms and | 
in that area were appreciated, 


{ 
Dear Joe: | 


Mr. Nixon is now located at Camp Muhassin near Hofuf, I assume 
that Abdul Asis is with him by this time, 


The tire we talked to you about blew out on the way up. And the 
afternoon before I left Dhahrm Mr. Eltesti informed me about the power 
wagon radiator trouble, I am sorry so mich misfortune had to come at 
Os ae ce alt ts uae T purchased 
a radiator and two belts, and Mr. Eltesti is sending the same by the 
next passage, and repairs will be made near Ain Harth. Anything you 
can do to tal wert te per wan x to the eran Comte Com 
pound will be appreciated, 


Concerning the repairs and servicing of the two vehicles, I shuld 
appreciate it if you will make a listing of the various items and their 
costs and forward the same to me, A check for this will be forwarded. 


With best wishes to you, Mrs, Clark and others there, I am, 





< 
O 


Sincerely yours, 


W, J. Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 





»] Date: 0, 21, 1953 


PRITY ‘IROM 39 


Reced, July 23, 1953 
FROM SECSTATE WASHINGTON 


FILM FOR TECHNICIAN FOR DATE CULTURE STUDY SHIPPED JULY 21 
PANAMERICAN FLIGHT NUMBER 100 ARRWAY BILL OF LADING 026-1-1342735 
ETA JIDDA JULY 24 


STASSEN 


a ee Pr ee 
MOUSSE ty wi 


(TEA STATES OF AMRRICA 0 0 


TACHBTCAL COOPERATION ADMINTSTRWiTON Current Date, duly 8,953 
TOMA Race mye Say duly 7, 1953 
Sinaber s Wirom 27 TECTO 


seaiveds duly 8, 1953 


Pi, SECSTATE WASHINGTON 


Your TECTO 24 Photographic supplies being shipped air soonest. 


STASSEN 
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INCOMING TEIZGRAM UNCLASSIFIED July 2, 1953 
1 

FROM: ROME 

For Edens from Roy Mixon 


herive idda July 6 from Belrute Hamilton says car still at 
\ 
Riyadh, Suggest you accompany me Riyadh Al Kharj last. 


TOA DISTRIBUTION: 








Raurte] 17 no funds available to purchase photographic supplics, 
Supplios not avatleble here, 


DOWAWAY 





TELEGRAM (“i 





INCOMING (cA 
UNCLASSIFIED Date: Jume 26, 1953 
Classification Control: TROTO 21 


Recd; Juno 27, 1953 


FROM: SECSTATE WASHINGTON 


Sent Jidda TECTO 21 repeated Rome 1,900 Dhahran 267 (signed 
Dulles) from Department 


From Agriculture TOTEC 13 Roy Nixon date specialist ETA Rom 
June 27 via Flight 297 to confer with V H W Dowson FAO . 
Leaving Rome Juno 29 via TWA 902, ETA Dhahran Saudi Arabia 
June 30 to confer J G Hamilton Aramco, Space Rome to Dhahran 
not confirmed, Appreciate Embassy Romo do dl possible arrange 
conference Dowson and help secure space. Date ETA Jidda open, 


Mako necessary arrangements, 


STASSEN 
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LeAbbey Pace 
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YU, 6. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1952 = 220212 


yet 
UNCLASSIFIED INCOMING TELEGRAM June 23, 1953 


TECTO Wirom 17 


FROM: SECSTATE WASHINGTON 


Following equipment and supplies essential NIXON project 
and must be available as soon as he arrives: 

50 rolls No. 120 plus X film 

1 doz rolls No. 120 Ektachrome film 


4 doz rolls 20 exposure 35 mm Kodachrome film; Weston or comparable 
light meter 


Nixon bringing other equipment. Advise 


STASSEN 
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American Mibassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





June 20, 1953 
Mr, J, Ge Hamilton 
Agricultural Consultant 
ARAMCO 


Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 
Dear Guy: 


We received a message last Thursday stating that Nixon would 
arrive in Jidda July lst, The some day I cabled back the following: 


Made arrangements Hamilton orient Nixon in Al 
Hasa area, Hamilton leaves July 2 Duropean trip. 
If possible have Nixon arrive directly Dhahran 
several days before lamilton's departure, Other- 
wise have Nixon arrive Jidda, 


T am sorry Mr, Mxon's arrival has been delayed, and I hope 
he can have a few days with you. Also, I hope you have been able 
to arrange living accommodations at the Hofuf camp, or at least 
until Mr, Carlson arrives and something can be worked out at the 


old experiment station. 


A jeep station wagon and a Dodge power wagon will be sent 
will be in charge, Should Mr, Nixon not arrive before you and 
Mrs, Handlton leave Dhahren, 1 shall go vith him to El Khar} and 
on to Dhahran, Qatif and Hofuf, Let's hope he will come a few 
days early, 

Again, let me thank you and others of ARAMCO for your ine 
terest in date improvement work, I feel confident that much good 
will come from Mr, Nixon's efforts, 


Sincerely yours, 


William J, Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 


Whdens:éjh 


Yoon 


Director, Liaison Office for Technics] Assistance 


PROM: Wilidem J, Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 
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Excerpt from letter of June 15 from Crawford to Edens (OFAR) 


June 15, 1953 


Dr, MeCown (TCA) told us yesterday afternoon about receipt of WIROM 59, 
dated June 9, from Jidda, expressing the importance of Mr. Nixon arriving 
in Jidda by June 20. Here we come against a new situstion that promises 

to alow up operations on getting men shippedo out in a hurry, We fm refer 
to the new Executive Order No. 10450. Any candidate not fully cleared on 
security and loyalty prior to May 28 is not to be permitted to leave 

for his assignment until such full clearance has been obtained. 


We have reason to believe that a waiver may be granted on this in 
rare exceptions and to meet extremely urgent situations, It will be up 
to us to see to it that possibility is not overworked. I think you can 
appreciate what ui mean, Nevertheless, Director Short had already sent 


a memorandum on une 9, prior to receipt of WIROM 59, asking for a 
waiver on Mr. Nixon, We realized how very urgent is his arrival in Jidda, 


Mr. Beasley has indicated he will push the Nixon case in this conection, 
We think we may have an answer on it by tonight or tomorrow morning. 
Presumably a cable will be despatched on the matter which you will have 
before you get this letter. 
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specialis 
Jidda the latter part of June. he object of this technician's work will 
be to improve standards of date production in Saudi Arabia by: 


1, Identifying the most important comercial varieties in given produce 
tion areas. 


2. Instructing Saudi agriculturists in the identification of such varieties, 
3.  Mnoourage farmers to plant offshoots from the identified varieties. 


, Give general instructions in improved methods of propagation and the 
calture of dates. 


Tn order that the Saudi Arabian Government may profit most by work 
of the date specialist, it is appropriate under the provisions of the Agrie 
culture Agreement that the host government provide one or more government 
counterparts to work with him. This person, or persons, should be carefully 
selected as to training and experience in the field of agriculture, and 
with the idea that he will become better qualified to provide leadership 
in the culture of dates, 


Your cooperation with the Department of Agriculture in providing the 
appropriate personnel to work with our date specialist will be appreciated, 


I have the honor to be, Your lxcellency, 
Very truly yours, 


John A. Dunaway 
Acting U, 8, Mrector of 
Yechnical Cooperation in 

Saudi Arabia 


he 
Sent to’S,Husseini for translation and 
transmission 6/9/53 
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June 9, 1953 
WIROM TOTEC TCA/SA No, 5 
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Acting ixecutive Officer 
Chief, Agriculture Division 


Mr. John |, Stacy 
FROM: William J. Edens 
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TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
John A. Dunaway, Acting J, S, Director of 


Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 
W. J, Bdens, Chief, Agriculture Division 


SUBJUCI: Living Accommodations for }r. Nixon in Al Hasa, 


“Say HH fils ie z 


ie " 
eDomtOA, COOPERASTON MROORUN Dx L@UOELETNS 
tt cece Ys eto anda 
tim comneanr cp tum WRITED statts OF AMERICA 
~ RORICULTORAL PROJECT AGREEMENT 


This Project Agreement is entered into between the Government 
of the Kingdom of Saudi /rabia, represented by the Minister of 
Finance (hereinafter referred to as the "Minister"), and the 
Government of the United States of America, represented by the 
American Anbassador and the United States Director of Technical 
Cooperation Administration in Saudi Arabia, (hereinafter referred 
to as the "Director"), pursuant to the Technical Cooperation Program 
Agreement between the two Governments dated November 10, 1952, 

Ths Problen and Objective 

Dates constitute the most important erop produced in Saudi 
rable. This fruit is also an important pari of the diet of a 
large part of the population and accounts for a considerable part 
of the Kingdom's export trade. The date palm grows widely throughout 
the country due to the fact that it will thrive in soils where the 
concentration of salts in sail water is relatively high. 

Hundreds of varicties of dates are grown in Saudi Arabia. 
Some of these are of much more Commercial importance than others. 
Since it takes many years to prove the commercial value of a variety, 
it is advisable that much attention be given to planting by obtaining 
offshoots from the best varieties. This selection is of further 
importance since it takes as much labor, equipment, plant food, and 


a -2- @ 





nanagenent to grow inferior wrieties as it takes to grow superior 
varities. | 
The objective of this project is to improve standards of 
date production in Saudi Arabia by: 
1, Identifying the most important comercial writies in 
given production arena, 
2. Instructing Saudi agriculturists in the identification 
of such varieties, 
3. Encouraging farmers to plant offshoots from the 
identified varieties, 
4. Give general instructions in improved methods of 
propogation and the culture of dates, 


Plan of Operution 
To the extent of personnel, supplies, materials and 


funds provided pursuant to this Project Agreement, and for the 
purpose of accomplishing the objective set forth above, the 
following plan of operation is hereto agreed: 
1, The Technical Cooperation Administration shall 
provide: 

a) The services of a technician in date culture 
who will supply technical and administrative 
direction to the work, 

b) Equipment, materials and apparatus for 
demonstration purposes not produced or 
nanufactured in Saudi Arabia. 

The amount of this equipment and materials 


will be determined by the Minister and Director 
when the occasion arises for their need, 


é ane e 


2. The Saudi Arabian Government shall provide: 
a) At least one (preferably 2 or 3) agriculturists 
__ to serve as Goverment counterparts to the 
Moh dete tecnistan so tht in the exsecticn| 
of the Project Agreement, Saudi veqvedeniat ives 
will be further trained to carry on a continuous 
program of improving the standaris of date 
production, 
b) Living secommodations and means of transport 
for any or ‘all Saudi counterparts, 
¢) Petroleum products required for travel by 
the TCA technicians 
4) Local labor and materials required at given 
times for demonstration purposes. 
Upon completion or termination of this Project Agreement, 
any property provided by funds or services of the Project Agreement 
nay be diverted by mutual agreement to another project or become 
the property of the Project Agreement area with the authority of 
its use vested in a responsible Commmity Agency representing the 
interests of farmers. If there be no such area agency, the property 
will be disposed of pursuant to arrangements agreed upon between the 
Minister and the Director, 


Adninistration 

This Project will be administered by the Minister and the 
Director or by their mutually agreed to designated representatives, 
They shall be responsible for its execution, the control of 
expenditures and services, maintenance of accounts and records 


and furnish reports in accordance with prescribed procedures. 


ffective Dat t 
This Project. Agreement shall become effective when signed. 


—by-—the-Minister-and Direcser, It shall continue for a period 
of six months, At the end of this period, and it is deemed 
necessary, the Project may be continued by written améndment 
to this Project Agreement, 

In Witness Whereof the parties hereto have caused this 


Project Agreement to be approved at Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 


on ° 
American Ambassador to Minister of Finance 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 


U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


This Project Agreement is entered into between the Government 
of the Kingdon of Saudi Arabia, represented by the Minister of 
Finance (hereinafter referred to as the "Minister"), and the 
Governnent of the United States of Anerica, represented by the 
American Aubassador and the United States Director of Technical 
Cooperation Administration in Saudi Arabia, (hereinafter referred 
to as the "Director"), pursuant to the Technical Cooperation Program 
Agreenent matuxmbchrkn between the two Governments dated 
Novenber 10, 1952. 











s PROT AGT f_ 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROGRAM IN AGRICULTURE 
THE GOVERIMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDT ARABIA 
AND , 







Administration (hereinafter 


pursvant to the Technica) Céoperation Program in Agriculture 
entereed into between the and the on 
Horeaber 10, 19525 

the most important erop protuced in Sault 


Arabia. This fruit/is also an important pert of the diet of a 
large part of the tion and accounts for a considerable 
part of the Kingdom's export trade, The date palm grovs\ videly 
throughout the country due to the fact that 4t will thrive in 
soils where the concentration of salts in sail water is relatively 
high. \ 

Hundreds of varieties of dates are grown in Saudi Arabla. 
Some of these are of much more commercial importance than others, 
‘Since it takes many years to prove the commercial value of a variety, 
it is advisable that much attention be given to planting by obtaining 
offshoots from the best varieties, This selection is of further 


importance since it takes as much labor, equipment, plant food, and 
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Date Specialist 


Excerpt from Letter June 1, 1953, from Bolster, OFAR, to Edens 


Date Specialist -- Roy Nixon is being recruited for this assignment. 





Director, liaison Office for Technical Assistance 
Host Government Counterpart Personnel to work with Roy W. Mixon, 
select 8 
tha 
eul 
Khar, 
work 
tha’ 


FROMs William J, Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 


Date Specialist 
last 
It is 

continue 

leader i 

he would 

with Mr. 





the 
the 
Mr 
wi 
Your cooperation in helping with the selection of qualified men will be 


RE: 
th 
be o 
will 
an 


“Or Mr, Sadek Hussednt 








May 31, 1953 


10: Mr, Sadek Husseini 
Director, Liaison Office for Technical Assistance 


FROM: William J, Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 


HB: Housing for Roy W. Nixon, Date Specialist 





We are expecting Mr. Nixon to arrive in Jidda about June 15 ~ 20, 


Therefore tedy hype sala aa 
sccommodations in Hofuf area, 


Your cooperation in helping locate and provide housing and other 
essential living conditions for Mr, Nixon will be appreciated. We 
will want to give attention tc convenience to where he will work as 
well as to confortable sleeping quarters, appropriate food, and 
water supply. 


The present plan is for Mr, Nixon to be in Saudi Arabia about 
six nonths, 


ARABIAN AMERICAN O1L COMPANY 


Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 
May 25, 1953 





Y Dr, Wid. Edens 
Chief icultural Division 

iea Cooperation Administration 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Bill; 


I was very glad to hear that Nixon had been appointed and would 
be leaving Washington around June 15th, 


Although I did my best, it was impossible to work out his hous- 
ing as I had planned, I have the problem over with Mr, 
Bishop and he has offered the Consulate guest room for Nixon's 
use, with the understanding that he will move when the room is 
needed for the accomodation of visitors, Mr, Eltiste says that 
for these temporary periods he can arrange for Nixon to live at 
Steineke Hall, Eltiste expects to have an office in Dammam 
which he will use for a part of the time. He says that there 
is ample room and that Nixon will be welcome to share this of- 
fice with him, should he need some office space, 


Dammam is growing rapidly, and if you and Nixon think that Dammam 
is preferable to the housing accomodations I have indicated, 
you will have no trouble in finding a place for him there, 


As I told you at Al Kharj, the Al Kharj Farms will provide an 
interpreter, Mr, Brookshier, however, will expect you to 
arrange with the Government for his expenses, which will include 
railroad transportation to and from Al Kharj once a month for 
this man to spend a couple of days with his family, This man 

is being provided with the idea that he will receive training 
that will help qualify him for the management of the Al Khar 
date gardens. 


If Nixon reports to Jeddah, I trust that you do not hold him too 
long because I would like to see him before I leave on my vacation 
on July 2nd, 

My tentative plans are to go to Jeddah on June 2nd and return on 


the 3rd, If you or Mr, Dunaway will not be there at that time, 
will appreciate your letting me know, 


Sincerely, 


J.G, Hamilton 
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April 13, 1953 





HEMOR ANDI 
TO: = Mr, on 0, Olson, Acting Assistant Administrator, 
A 


FROM: Mr. John A, Dunaway, Acting U.S. Director of Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


RE: TCA-17 - Overseas Suployee Request - Date Specialist 


Enclosed is Form TCi-17 - Overseas Euployee Request for 
a Date Speelalist for the Agriculture Division, TCAJidda, 


John A, Dunaway 
Acting U. 5. Director of 
Teehnical Cooperetion in 

Seudi Arabia 


Enclosure: 
Form Cé-17 (in quad) 


J Dunaway 
TCA: WEens 


to 





Mr. Olson 


Heh 


her 


yt a ba wed 


Letter from Bolster to Edens 4/17/53. 


Activity authorization and TCA Form 17 for the date specialist have 
not come in yet. In accordance with cable from Jidda we contacted 
Mr, Roy M, Nixon of Indio,California, as to his interest in the 
assignment, He has replied to the effect that he will accept it if 
arranvements can be made with his agency and he can arrive in Jidda 
by July when the dates ripen. 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





MEMORANDUM April lk, 1953 


T0:; John A, Dunaway 
Acting U. S, Director 


FROM; W. J. Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 
4 


RE: Date Specialist 


In accordance with the telegram (Wirom 578) of April 10, 
concerning Mr. Nixon, I am herewith submitting an ' Overseas 
Employee Request', Form TCA-17,. 

I shall appreciate this request being approved and forwarded 


to the TCA/W Personnel Office, 


TELEGRAM INCOMING 
TOTEC Your Wiron 770 April 10, 1953 
Wirom 578 


Nixon has not replied our inquiry. Sent TCA 17, Unable émploy without 
security clearance. 


SMITH 





Notify soonest whether date specialist Ilixon approved and will accept 
assignment. Services to be effective required by June one. 


iWienst0 





In reference to your letter Me 2/13/3 dated 3/7/72 to which is 
attached the letter of Mr, John Dunaway, Acting U. 5. Director of 
fe Oe Ae asking for approval to call on a specialist in date faring 
for the inprovenent of the kinds of dates and methods? fanning. 

Wie, hereby, inform you thet after referring the matter to li.ie, 
the Minister of Finance, his order Ho. 506 was issued on 11/7/72 
giving coustry clearance for the forenentioned specialist. 

We would Like, therefore, that Point be accordingly informed. 

Sincerely yours, 


Deputy Minister of Finance 
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TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


March 17, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, Sadek Husseini, Director 
Idaison Office for Technical Assistance 


FROM: Mr. John A, Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


RE: Request for Translation and Transmittal of 


attached Letter to His Excellency Shaikh 
Abdullah Sulaiman 


It would be appreciated if you would arrange for the 
translation and transmittal of the attached letter to His 
Excellency Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, 


John A. Dunaway 
Acting U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in 

Saudi Arabia 


File 1 (ay 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


March 17, 1953 


Your Excellency: 


Under the terms of the Agreement on Agriculture, certain technicians 
are provided for, with the further provision that other technicians may 
be employed by mutual agreement between the Government of Saudi Arabia 
and the United States of America, Since a technician on date culture is 
not specified in the above-named agreement, we request your approval of 
employing such a specialist for a limited period of about six months. We 
suggest further that the financial arrangements for this technician con- 
form to the terms of the agreement for other technicians, 


What we have in mind is for the date specialist to pay particular 
attention to the problem of improvement in varieties and methods of 
planting and cultivation, but not to duplicate the work of the FAO 
technician, We understand the best time to make a study of date culture 
is from about June 1 to December 1, We have reason to believe that we 
may secure the services of one of the foremost American experts in this 
field if we move promptly and we would therefore appreciate your favor~ 
able consideration. 


I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency, 


Very truly yours, 


John A, Dunaway 
Acting U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in 

Saudi Arabia 


His Excellency Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, 
Minister of Finance, 
Jidda, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 


JADunaway blo 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


March 15, 195 
Tn reply refer tos 
Technical Cooperation 
Administration, 
American Embas sey) 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 


Your Excellency; 


It is recognized that dates are a very important crop in 
Saudi Arabia, And being interested in helping develop agricultural 
production standards wherever possible, Foint 4 plans to work with 
farmers in their attempt to grow better dates for domestic and 
foreign consumption, 


At present Point 4 is finding it difficult to recruit agricultural 
technicians for work in Saudi Arabia, ae some progress is 
being made, but it is very slow. Recently it has come to our 
attention that we can possibly obtain a date technician from our 
Southern California date experiment station to come here and begin 
work with date growers in Hofuf and later in other Gelert growing 
areas. His work, primarily, would be showing the farmers how to 
select and propagate the best varieties of dates, At the same 
time, we would want the date technician to train leading farners, 
and Saud agriculturists furnished by your Department of Agriculture 
so that they could carry on with a continuo us program for improving 
date setbasties standards, 





The technician Point 4 wishes to bring to Saudi Arabia is 
Ir. Roy W, Nixon, date specialist at the U.S, Date Garden and 
Experinent | pipet Indio, California, If this meets with your 
approval, we shall get in touch with Mr, Nixon and see if arrangement 
can be made for him to come here and begin this important work, 


A reply at your earliest convenience will be appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


Willian J, Edens, Chief, 
Agriculture Division, Cc 
6” 
Nee 
His Excellency Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, 


Minister of Finance, 
Jidda, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 


File 1 


Hah 12, 1953. 


Reowmuend 'S reqaest sorrion Tay Ui. Ulu, date apecialist, 0. 3. 
Date Garden, In“io, Galifonta, to mio date varsety study Saudi arabia, 
Service bogin soc a novelties te; not later than dune fret and continue 
minim six mathe, Pemest got Pit fnvertiyetion, Maun swerlouady 
in$onted willingrese nike etudy. 
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